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Welcome, Dakota Conference Presenters and Attendees

Dedicated to examining contemporary issues in their historical and cultural contexts, 
the Dakota Conference is a signature event of the Center for Western Studies, which 
provides programming in Northern Plains studies at Augustana College.

Returning to the multi-year theme of transportation, the 42nd Annual Dakota Confer-
ence examines paths, trails, roads, and highways that crisscross the Northern Plains 
and their impact on the lives of indigenous and immigrant peoples of this expansive 
land. Previous conferences on the theme of transportation considered railroads (2007) 
and rivers (2008). For 2010, presenters will discuss various forms of ground trans-
portation, from moccasins to motorcycles, and also spiritual and metaphorical road 
journeys.

In its recent awarding of a Challenge Grant to the Center for Western Studies, the 
National Endowment for the Humanities cited the Dakota Conference specifically for 
its hallmark blending of academic and non-academic presenters. If you, also, value 
this approach to learning about the past, there is still time to help CWS meet its NEH 
endowment match. 

“Thank you” to each presenter and session chair, whose dedication to research and 
writing makes this conference possible. Please plan to attend the next Dakota Confer-
ence on April 29-30, 2011, when we will be observing the sesquicentiennial of the Civil 
War and of Augustana College. 

– Harry F. Thompson, Ph.D., Executive Director

Major Financial Supporters

Loren and Mavis Amundson CWS Endowment/SFACF
Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission

Carol Rae Hansen, Andrew Gilmour and Grace Hansen-Gilmour
Carol Martin Mashek

Elaine Nelson McIntosh
Mellon Fund Committee of Augustana College

Rex Myers and Susan Richards
Blair and Linda Tremere

Richard and Michelle Van Demark
Jamie and Penny Volin

CWS Staff: Dr. Harry F. Thompson, Executive Director; Tim Hoheisel, Director of 
Outreach and Communication; Lori Bunjer, Secretary; Amanda Jenson, Collections 
Assistant. 



The Forty-Second Annual Dakota Conference

Western Highways: 
Journeys through Space & Time

The Center for Western Studies, Augustana College
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, April 23-24, 2010

REGISTRATION FORM 
Please return this completed form with payment to: The Center for Western Studies, 

Augustana College, 2001 S. Summit Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57197

For information, including academic credit, call 605-274-4007 or e-mail cws@augie.edu.
For lodging, visit www.augie.edu/lodging.

  No.
Registration: Required of all attendees

 Save $5 by registering by April 16  _____x $45.00 = $ _____

 Registration after April 16  _____x $50.00 = $ _____

 One-day registration (not available to presenters)  _____x $25.00 = $ _____

 Single-session registration (not available to presenters)  _____x $10.00 = $ _____

 Full-time undergraduate 
     student registration (student ID required)   _____x FREE

 Current Augustana faculty  
     (courtesy of Mellon Fund Committee)   _____x FREE    

Meals: All meals must be purchased in advance (prices include tax and gratuity).

 Save $3 by purchasing Full Meal Package  _____x $38.00 = $ _____

 Friday Lunch with program  _____x $13.00 = $ _____

 Friday Dinner with program  _____x $15.00 = $ _____

 Saturday Luncheon with program  _____x $13.00 = $ _____

 Saturday Trail Breakfast  _____x FREE

Supporting Gifts 

    Contribution to named award endowments: ____________________  $ ________

    Contribution to the 2011 Dakota Conference $ ________

 Membership in the Center for Western Studies ($50 basic membership) $ ________

TOTAL $ ________

___Check enclosed (made payable to CWS)

___ Mastercard  ___ Visa   ___  Discover     

Credit Card # _________________________________  Exp. Date: ____________

Name ______________________________________  Phone ____________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City ___________________  State ___  Zip ______  E-mail _____________________
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Award for Distinguished Contribution to the Preservation of the 
Cultural Heritage of South Dakota and the Northern Plains

John E. Miller grew up in six small Midwestern towns and in a Chicago suburb. Since 
four of those towns were in Missouri, he says he’s a “Missouri boy.” His discovery of 
baseball at the age of ten bent him toward history, as he read about the St. Louis Cardi-
nals in the Post-Dispatch, read baseball magazines from 
cover to cover, then biographies of famous baseball 
stars. Four years as a high school debater (graduating 
from Monett, Missouri, High School in 1962) sparked an 
interest in politics, and ever since his interest in history 
has worked its way backward from current events. Four 
years as a college debater (at the University of Missouri) 
reinforced his love of reading, discussion, analysis, ar-
gument, and wordplay.   

His Ph.D. dissertation (at the University of Wisconsin) 
about Governor Philip F. La Follette, the Wisconsin Pro-
gressives, and the New Deal turned into his first book, 
after three summers spent in revising it. By that time, he 
was teaching history at South Dakota State University, 
where he remained for 29 years until shifting over full-
time to researching and writing in 2003. His seven books 
include three on Laura Ingalls Wilder, a short textbook 
on South Dakota history used in most fourth grade classes in the state, and his favorite, 
Looking for History on Highway 14. 

For the past ten years, on and off, he has been working on a book about small-town 
boys from the Midwest, and he has several other projects in the works. In the mean-
time, you can read his revealing essay about small-town life in A New South Dakota 
History, published by the Center for Western Studies. John has been a faithful attendee 
and supporter of the Dakota Conference, having presented more than 12 papers since 
1990. 

His wife, Kathy, is an elementary school counselor in Brookings. Their daughter, Ann, 
is a biochemist in Madison, Wisconsin, and their son, Tom, is a businessman in Chi-
cago.

2009 Recipient: Miles A. Browne

John E. Miller
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Reviewers’ Comments

Recipient of the 2006 Leadership in History Award 
from the American Association for State and Local 
History, “the most prestigious recognition for 
achievement in the preservation and interpretation 
of state and local history.”

“Almost no topic is neglected…an excellent 
resource made especially accessible by the topical 
chapters.Summing Up: Highly recommended. All 
libraries, especially those on the Great Plains, and for researchers at all levels.”  

— American Library Association’s Choice (2005)

“simply amazing…the amount and quality of information is indeed impressive…tells 
the story of South Dakota from a variety of perspectives in a manner that is at once 
both engaging and compelling…belongs in all South Dakota libraries.”  

— South Dakota Library Association’s Book Marks (2005)

“detailed, readable, and brings the South Dakota story in its many facets completely 
up to date, a great service to the public and to scholars working in the field of Great 
Plains, agricultural, or Native American history.”

— Great Plains Quarterly (2007)

Remember to save the date, June 15th!
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