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GRADUATION HOT 
LINK! 
 
Click HERE for a direct link 
to all the information you 
need about Augustana 
Graduation Weekend 
activities! 

  

 
It's easier than you think! 

 
 
There are several ways that 
you can keep track of what's 
happening on the Augustana 
campus, and how to know 
when your son/daughter is 
really on his/her way home for 
breaks! The "new" Augustana 
Web site has a special 
PARENTS section that is your 
starting point for nearly 
everything you would want to 
know!  You can view a 
complete academic calendar 
academic calendar (including 
vacation breaks) for this year, 
and make plans for family 
vacations for future years as 
well.   You can find out about 
family weekend, 
commencement and other 
events on the Parent site and 
if you are curious about the 
multitude of events that 
happen here on a daily basis, 
go to our event calendar!  All 
in all, our Parent page is a 
resource to nearly everything 
you need - including up-to-the-
minute weather information for 
our campus! 

  

Augustana welcomes signs of spring! 
 

 
 
Spring has finally arrived, and we're on the home stretch 
toward finals, graduation and summer!  Welcome to another 
Parent Newsletter, an issue featuring an important message 
from President Rob Oliver.  Hope to see you on campus! 
 
Jim Bies 
Vice President for Student Services and Dean of Students  
 

 
Greetings from the President! 

 
 
Like many of you, the economy is 
on my mind these days. The past 
few months certainly have been 
bumpy. Some  might use the term  
rocky ... still others may choose 
more colorful language.  Over my 
career, I have observed how 
businesses react in these 
circumstances and I have seen two 
approaches. One is distraction. 
The leadership, preoccupied by 
fear and worried about external 
factors beyond their control, grasps 
on to the latest gimmick or quick fix. Their path wanders 
aimlessly. 
  
The other reaction is a heightened and renewed focus.  
These leaders are steadfast, staying the course with a 
deliberate concentration on key strengths. They seem to 
navigate through difficulty, not without bumps or bruises, but 
relatively smoothly. They even emerge stronger as a result. 
How?  I believe it is a solid understanding of and commitment 
to their organization's mission. With a straight and clear 
strategic plan as the roadmap, a compelling mission lights the 
way and illuminates the evidence of value.   
  
I am grateful to dedicated faculty, administrators and staff 
who have created and are implementing our mission and 
strategic plan. Communicating the evidence of our value to 
our students and their families is another key step to 
confronting today's challenges. I commend to you our Value 

 

 

http://www.augie.edu/events/2009-05-22/graduation-commencement-weekend-2009
http://www.augie.edu/parents
http://www.augie.edu/academics/academic-calendar
http://events.augie.edu/cgi-bin/publish/webevent.cgi?cmd=opencal&cal=cal3


 
Augustana Event Highlights 
 
The Augustana Theatre 
Company presents "A Flea 
in Her Ear" April 23 - 25 and 
April 30 - May 2.  When we 
say this is "drop-dead funny," 
we really mean it!  For tickets 
and further information, click 
here! 
   
The spring concert of 
Augustana's famed Brass 
Choir will be held on Sunday, 
April 26th at 2:30 p.m. The 
concert is FREE and will be 
held in the Kresge Recital Hall 
on campus. 
 
The Augustana Choir 
performs in their final concert 
of the year on Sunday, May 3. 
The concert will be at Our 
Savior's Lutheran Church in 
Sioux Falls beginning at 3:00 
in the afternoon. 
 
The Eide/Dalrymple Gallery 
invites you to the Senior  
Art Show/Exhibit that begins 
on April 24th.  Come and 
check out the work of our 
graduating artists - free! 
 
"Concerto Aria," featuring 
the finest Augustana solo 
musicians performing with the 
Augustana Orchestra, will be 
held on Saturday, May 9 at 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church. 
It all begins at 8:00 p.m.   
 
The final Augustana Band 
Concert of the year will be on 
May 14th at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Augustana Elmen Center. 
 
FINALS are scheduled for the 
week of May 18 - 22. Please 
join us for Commencement on 
Sunday, May 24th in the Sioux 
Falls Arena. 

  

 
   

 

Proposition (see below). This comprehensive set of claims 
enumerates our strengths: authenticity, faculty, global 
perspective, research, athletics, arts, Sioux Falls and our 
graduation rate. It is the proof of our effectiveness in creating 
an education of enduring worth for your sons and daughters.  
  
In a letter I shared with you earlier this semester, I discussed 
Augustana's budget plan for the 2009-2010 academic year. It 
is important that I reassure you of our unwavering 
commitment and priority to provide you and your sons and 
daughters with an exceptional value: a high quality and robust 
academic and co-curricular experience that is affordable. 
These are extraordinary economic times and we believe that 
our planning for the new academic year through good 
stewardship, refraining from internal budget increases, adding 
new positions, and with a diligent eye towards considering 
other cost saving measures, will continue to see Augustana 
priced well below the private colleges and universities with 
whom we compete. 
  
I wish to extend a special word of thanks to the parents of our 
amazing graduating seniors. I know the special sense of pride 
you have, and the many sacrifices you have made to make 
this graduation day possible. On Sunday, May 24 I will be 
with you in spirit as your son or daughter takes his/her walk 
across the stage. I'll be one of you that day - my youngest 
daughter is graduating from college that same afternoon so 
my wife Angie and I will be sitting in the audience, bursting 
with pride as she receives her diploma.   Another chapter in 
our life story has closed. Here's to wonderful things to come!
 
Rob Oliver, President 

The Augustana "Value Proposition" 
 

 
You may have noticed our 
recent college promotion 
wherein we refer to our 
definition of the word "Value." 
 
As a reminder, Augustana is 
priced, on average, $9,233 
lower than selective colleges in 

the Upper Midwest. Augie students graduate with less federal 
loan debt than either the national average OR those who 
attend South Dakota public universities. Augustana truly is a 
"Best Buy." 
 
These statements, along with many others, highlight the 
tangible qualities that are associated with Augustana. We 
certainly recognize the commitment that you as parents and 
family members make toward your child's education. Now, we 
encourage you to take time to read our claims and view the 
evidence that articulates Augustana's Value Proposition.  
You'll further understand why we are proud to claim that at 
Augustana, your educational dollars are well spent!   

http://www.augie.edu/events/2009-04-09/augustana-college-theatre-presents-%E2%80%9C-flea-her-ear%E2%80%9D
http://www.augie.edu/events/2009-04-09/augustana-college-theatre-presents-%E2%80%9C-flea-her-ear%E2%80%9D
http://www.augie.edu/dept/music/choir/index.html
http://www.augie.edu/news/2008-08/augustana-receives-high-ranking-us-news-world-report
http://www.augie.edu/admission/value
http://www.augie.edu/events/2009-05-22/graduation-commencement-weekend-2009


What's that number? 

 
Are you looking for a phone 
number to contact an 
Augustana staff member?   
Here's a list which you might 
find helpful: 

Academic Support Services   
605.274.5503 

 
Athletics 

605.274.4315 
 

Business Office 
605.274.5239 

 
Campus Events 
605.274.4404 

 
Campus Safety/Security 

605.274.4499 
 

Career Center 
605.274.4127 

 
Dean of Students Office 

605.274.4124 
 

Financial Aid 
605.274.5216 

 
Residence Life 
605.274.5215 

 
You can also connect toll-free 

by dialing: 
1.800.727.2844 

  

 
Viking Days 2009 set! 

It's not too early to begin to 
make plans for Augustana's 
Homecoming celebrations! 
 
"There's No Place Like Home" 
is the theme of Viking Days 
next fall (October 16 - 18).  
You are invited to join us on 
campus for any and all events. 
 
For a sense of what's up - 
head to the following link: 
VIKING DAYS! 

Congratulations!  You are the parent of a 
graduate! 
 
Celebrations for Augustana's 
annual Commencement (aka 
Graduation) are family-centered 
and memorable.   
 
They include a picnic at the 
Fellows Presidential Residence, 
as well as academic department 
receptions, an impressive 
Baccalaureate Service and the 
main event, Sunday's 
commencement exercises in the 
Sioux Falls Arena. 
 
You can be justifiably proud of 
your son or daughter's accomplishments. We hope you will 
take time to congratulate yourselves as well -- little of this 
celebration would be possible without your love and support!
 
In the unlikely event that your student is not filling you full of 
the graduation weekend details, here's a quick link to ALL the 
information you need to know.    
 
We look forward to welcoming you once again to Augustana 
College on May 23-24. 

 

Working the puzzle of finding a 
job and career... 
 

As a parent, it has no doubt 
occurred to you that your student 
is attending or perhaps graduating 
from college under very unique 
economic circumstances.  While 
their search for a career 
opportunity or even a summer job 
could prove more challenging as a 
result, there are some proactive 
steps you can take to help your 

son or daughter keep ahead of the game.  For example, are 
they taking advantage of the free advice and resources 
available at the Career Center?  It might be time for a 
conversation about how they plan to utilize their degree or 
spend their summer.   
 
Whether graduating, seeking an internship to get experience 
or simply needing a summer job, now is the time to work hard 
at securing a good position and we are eager to assist them!  
Fortunately, both Augustana and Sioux Falls are still noted for 
vitality when compared to other places, but students need to 
remain tenacious and upbeat when looking for opportunities.  
This year, they cannot rely on traditional job hunting methods 
or wait for the employers to come to them.  Putting their best 
foot forward and remaining open to a variety of career 
scenarios will be important as they venture out in the current 

 
 

http://www.augie.edu/events/2009-05-22/graduation-commencement-weekend-2009
http://www.augie.edu/student_serv/career/
http://www.augie.edu/events/2009-10-15/viking-days-2009-theres-no-place-home


 

 
 

 

market.  
 
As an Augustana student, your son or daughter can take 
advantage of all the Career Center has to offer by scheduling 
an appointment and/or utilizing our website links and 
resources located at www.augie.edu/careercenter.  Please 
encourage them to call or stop by for help with the following:
 
Resume and Cover Letter Assistance 
Job Listings - Full-time, Part-time, Summer, Internships 
Teacher Credential Files 
Graduate School Preparation 
Individual Career Counseling 
Interview Skills/Mock Interviews 
Internship Contact Lists 
Alumni Resources 
Strong Interest Inventory 
Resource Library/Online Resources 
Babysitter List 
 
We all look forward to helping your son or daughter find their 
path to a successful future. The motto of our Career Center is 
"The better we know you, the better we can help you," so 
encourage your student to call us today at 605-274-4127. 
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