
Augustana College 

Tennis Rules 

The doubles game:  

1. The server may stand anywhere between the extension of the center mark and the doubles 

sideline, behind the base line. One player serves for the first game of the set, they a player on 

the opposing team serves of the second page. The partner of the player who served for the first 

game then serves for the third.  The partner of the player who served the second game then 

serves for the fourth game, and so on for all subsequent games of the set, each player serving 

every fourth set. A team may set to change its order of service for the next set.  

2. Should a partner serve out of turn, correction much be made soon as the mistake is discovered, 

but play that has been completed before the discovery must be reckoned. If a game has been 

completed before the erroneous serving order is discovered, the order of service for the next 

set.  

3. One player of each team must receive all serves in the right service court, and that player’s 

partner must receive all serves in the left service court for the entire set. At the end of any set a 

team may change it order of receiving for the next set. The order of receiving is not determined 

by the order of serving.  

4. Should a team receive out of turn, the altered receiving order must remain as is until the end of 

the game which the discovery is made, where after the partners must resume their original 

order for the next game they receive.  

5. If a served ball strikes the server’s partner (including the partner’s racquet) is a service fault, but 

if a served ball strikes the receiver’s partner or racquet before it touches the ground it is a point 

for the serving team.   

6. If both partners strike  the ball for any return, it is a point for their opponents.  

7. To play a tie-breaker game, the player whose turn it was to serve for the thirteenth game of the 

set ( with the score tied six games each) serves for the first point of the game. Thereafter each 

player serves for 2 points,  holding to the same rotation as was used in the set, and following the 

same change of ends after every 6 points as it true for singles.  


