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Welcome, Dakota Conference Presenters and Attendees

Dedicated to examining contemporary issues in their historical and cultural contexts, 
the Dakota Conference is a signature event of the Center for Western Studies, which 
provides programming in Northern Plains studies at Augustana College.

The Dakota Conference has received two important recognitions recently. The first is 
the endorsement of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, Washington, DC. 
The second is the specific reference to the conference’s tradition of encouraging both 
academic and lay scholars by the National Endowment for the Humanities in its award-
ing of a $300,000 Challenge Grant to the Center for Western Studies. 

Titled “Abraham Lincoln Looks West,” this year’s conference considers the impact of 
President Lincoln in bringing fundamental change to the Northern Plains by appointing 
two Dakota Territory governors; encouraging settlement through the passage of the 
Homestead Act of 1862; pardoning (and executing) Dakota Sioux following the Dakota 
Conflict of 1862; and authorizing the transcontinental railroad in 1864. Each of these 
developments resulted in controversy and repercussions that affect both indigenous 
peoples and immigrant descendants to this day.

Thank you to each presenter and session chair, whose dedication to research and writ-
ing makes this conference possible. Please plan to attend the next Dakota Conference 
on April 23-24, 2010. 

– Harry F. Thompson, Ph.D., Dakota Conference Director

Major Financial Supporters

Loren and Mavis Amundson CWS Endowment/SFACF
Deadwood Historic Preservation Commission

Carol Martin Mashek
Elaine Nelson McIntosh

Mellon Fund Committee of Augustana College
Rex Myers and Susan Richards

Blair and Linda Tremere
Richard and Michelle Van Demark

Jamie and Penny Volin

Announcing the Carol Martin Mashek Award in Women’s History

CWS Staff: Dr. Harry F. Thompson, Dakota Conference Director and Director of Re-
search Collections and Publications; Dr. Arthur R. Huseboe, Executive Director; Tim 
Hoheisel, Director of Outreach and Communication; Lori Bunjer, Secretary. 



The Forty-First Annual

D A K O T A    C O N F E R E N C E 
Abraham Lincoln Looks West

The Center for Western Studies, Augustana College
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, April 24-25, 2009

REGISTRATION FORM 
Please return this completed form with payment to: The Center for Western Studies, 

Augustana College, 2001 S. Summit Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57197

For information, including academic credit, call 605-274-4007 or e-mail cws@augie.edu.
For lodging, visit www.augie.edu/lodging.

  No.
Registration: Required of all attendees

 Save $5 by registering by April 14  _____x $45.00 = $ _____

 Registration after April 14  _____x $50.00 = $ _____

 One-day registration (not available to presenters)  _____x $25.00 = $ _____

 Single-session registration (not available to presenters)  _____x $10.00 = $ _____

 Full-time undergraduate 
     student registration (student ID required)   _____x FREE    

Meals: All meals must be purchased in advance (prices include tax and gratuity).

 Save $3 by purchasing Full Meal Package  _____x $35.00 = $ _____

 Friday Lunch w/ speaker  _____x $12.00 = $ _____

 Friday Dinner w/ authors and speaker  _____x $14.00 = $ _____

 Saturday Awards Luncheon with speaker 
      (and Lincoln birthday cake)   _____x $12.00 = $ _____

 Saturday Trail Breakfast  _____x FREE

Supporting Gifts 

    Contribution to named award endowments: ____________________  $ ________

    Contribution to the 2010 Dakota Conference $ ________

 Membership in the Center for Western Studies ($50 basic membership) $ ________

TOTAL $ ________

___Check enclosed (made payable to CWS)

___ Mastercard  ___ Visa   ___  Discover     

Credit Card # ________________________  Exp. date: __________

Name ______________________________________  Phone ____________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City _____________________  State ____  Zip _______  E-mail __________________
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Award for Distinguished Contribution to the Preservation of the 
Cultural Heritage of South Dakota and the Northern Plains

Miles Browne began life from humble roots, one of six children born to a former school 
administrator and housewife in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in January 1929. His fa-
ther died suddenly when Miles was barely one-year old. From that day on, the de-
termination and dedication not only of his mother, Ida, 
but also of his brothers, who dropped out of school and 
sacrificed their futures, are what enabled the family to 
stay together. After caring for her family during the day, 
Ida earned wages by cleaning homes and helping to 
prepare meals for Minnehaha Country Club members. 
During his grade-school years, Miles benefited from the 
caring interest of principal Nan Nelson, who gave him 
opportunities to develop self-confidence.  

After graduating from Washington High School, Miles 
went to work at the John Morrell meat-packing plant. 
When businessman and state senator Art Anderson, fa-
ther of his best friend, Cliff, learned of his circumstance, 
he gave Miles the financial support to attend Augustana 
College (Class of ‘55).

As an educator, Miles taught or counseled students from 
fifth through twelfth grades, but his interests extended beyond the classroom. Miles was 
a scoutmaster, YMCA Hi-Y leader, coordinator for a Y-Indian Guide program, YMCA 
camp counselor, and supervisor of a summer recreation program. He also developed 
and directed a summer program that found employment for 500 inner-city youth.

As president of two teacher unions, Miles was an active advocate for teachers and stu-
dents in the Des Moines public schools. After retirement, he was employed by the Iowa 
State Education Association as a United Service Director, retiring in 1998.

Miles has been married to Marilyn for fifty-three golden years, and their marriage has 
been blessed with children Karen, Stan, and Steve. Son-in-law Brent Kowalsky and 
grandson Brandon have enhanced the family circle.

For the past forty years Miles’s hobby has been Abraham Lincoln and the men who 
served the Union Army. During that time he has made Springfield, Illinois, his sec-
ond hometown as he attended Abraham Lincoln Association events. He has presented 
more than ten papers on Lincoln at the Dakota Conference. As the recipient of his large 
Lincoln and Civil War book collection, the Center for Western Studies has helped Miles 
to spread the good news about Lincoln.

2008 Recipient: Elaine Nelson McIntosh

Miles A. Browne
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