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Good morning and welcome! My name is Sanna Horsley and I am senior Journalism major with minors 

in Communication Studies and Art. I am from Sioux Falls and during my time here at Augustana I have 

been a Peer Advisor in Solberg, member and co-chair of the Viking Days committee and member and 

captain of the Vikettes dance team. For those of you that do know me, it goes without saying that I have 

loved every minute of my time as an Augie Viking and feel so blessed to be speaking to all of you today.  

I have realized in this first month of my last year at Augie that it is difficult to pinpoint what I have loved 

the most about my college career or what I will undoubtedly remember forever. College should be viewed 

as a four-year journey of self-discovery and cultivating the person you want to become. These four years 

have let me form another family at the place I will always consider my second home.  

Without actually realizing it, I spent the early part of my life grappling with the idea that God doesn’t 

create anything evil. My Augie family has been so valuable to me because of the fact that I grew up 

without having a relationship with my dad or any members of his family. It was o.k. though because I had 

my mom.  

Rarely do I ever refer to my family as simply that, my family. Instead I always refer to us as “the three of 

us.” That is what my mom, my sister, Brytten, and I have been for as long as I can remember. I haven’t 

had a relationship with my father since I was ten, but even before then it was just the three of us. And at 

the age of ten when I made what many believe is an unfathomable decision to no longer have my father in 

my life, I knew it would all be o.k. because the three of us had enough love between us to make up for 

having such a small family unit that was led by a single mother. I believe that we were truly meant to 

become the trio that we are. No one else could be my sister’s sister, no one else could be the sister that 

Brytten is for me and no two other people could be my mom’s daughters. We are a trio.  

My mom has a magic about her and taught us that if we had enough love between the three of us we could 

get through a whole lot. As very little girls, Brytten and I were inevitably subjected to the financial 

hardships that came from having a single parent. While we were made painfully aware of the guts of a 

messy divorce and witnessed my father further solidify the fact that he wasn’t capable of being a father, 

my mom put all she had into being our mom and doing all she could to let us just be little girls.  

Right around the same time that I started thinking about piecing my Senior Sermon together I came upon 

the passage from Ruth. I was drawn to it because of how it spoke about women and instantly related it to 

my relationships with my mom and my sister and to the relationships I have formed with the freshman 

women that have lived in Solberg for the past three years. Ruth 1:16 says, “But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge 

me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 

people will be my people and your God my God.”  

This story about Ruth and Naomi proclaims the beauty of women being loyal to one another and God 

working through them. Women need to strive to uplift one another because of the simple fact that God 

made all of us and I truly think He made us to be champions for other women. If you look close enough 

you can see God in some very exceptional women right here at Augie including students and faculty 

members. These women instill a sense of loyal faithfulness and there is much to be said about such 

unwavering loyalty.  

Women are able to love and respect each other when they express the same compassion for themselves. 

But, it tends to be a process of determination and focused loyalty to oneself. I am very proud of the self-

assurance I have developed during my time at Augie and am very thankful for the difficult situations that 

were part of my early years. Those situations have without a doubt helped me become the person I am 

today and most importantly they have helped me be a better Peer Advisor for freshman women for the 

past three years. I dealt with an eating disorder five years ago and have worked to regain my confidence 
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because I knew that is what I needed to do not just for me but for all the people in my life. I wouldn’t 

erase that or anything else regarding my parent’s divorce from my life because all those things were part 

of a greater plan crafted by God. I have been blessed to have so many people introduced into my life 

simply because I am at Augie. It stuns me that I had no idea how important they would be to me when I 

met all of them. 

In my own life, I see God working through human loyalty more than anything else. The relationships I 

cherish the most are rooted in a deep sense of trust that I know will never falter. Through everything that 

my mom, Brytten and I went through we are always there to pick each other up again. The three of us 

have grown into the women we are meant to be together and I have had the privilege of seeing three years 

worth of freshman women become the phenomenal women they are all meant to be as well. Recognize 

the people that God has very intentionally placed in your life and listen when God tells you what you can 

do for them.  


