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Free to Be a Slave 

 

 I want to start by asking a question, by show of hands, how many of you are 

comfortable with the idea of being a slave? Like if someone were to come up to you and 

say “Hey, I want you to be my slave”, how many of you would jump for joy and say 

“Ooh ooh! Me! Pick Me!”? Of course, not many of us would. In fact, 150 years ago, this 

very country fought a Civil War over the abolition of slavery because the idea of such 

things is inherently wrong, isn‘t it? For to be a slave, is to give up our freedom. To no 

longer be able to do what we want and are thereby subject to the will of someone else.  

 The thought of not having control over our lives is admittedly one that makes us 

uneasy, if not terrified. Yet sometimes I find myself asking the question, “what would it 

be like to not have control?” What if I didn’t have to worry about what time my next 

meeting was, or if I was going to have the money to pay the rent this month, or even what 

I am going to eat for supper? It seems nice. Less stressful for sure. But I would still never 

be a SLAVE. See, in this example, I am giving up the control, handing the 

responsibilities over to someone else, but ultimately I still maintain at least a small 

amount of control. But I will never be a slave…  

 Yet this is precisely what Paul is getting at in the Scripture reading for today. This 

idea of being a slave, yet not to someone but rather to something… Sin. Paul presents this 

seeming paradox between what we want and don’t want. He states that no matter how 

hard we will to do what we want, we will always end up doing what we do not want. By 

doing right, we do wrong. By doing good, we do bad… By now your probably saying 

“Ah of course! Thanks Paul.”… No? Yeah, me either. So what exactly does he mean? It 

is first important to understand what Paul would consider to be sin. To do this we need to 

take a trip back to the Garden of Eden. It’s a story that many of us are familiar with. The 

serpent comes, entices Eve to eat the fruit and viola! Sin is born. But for Paul, the act of 

eating the fruit was not the original sin, but rather a product of it. You see, the sin 

occurred in the mind long before it manifested itself in the flesh. Eve experienced doubt, 

she started asking questions like “did God really say…?” It is this absence of belief that 

what God says, is, that is the origin of sin. This is precisely what Paul is getting at in his 

letter.  

 We debate over what is right and good because we do not trust that what God 

says, is. As Paul writes, “I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies 

close at hand”. This is because we don’t trust that God will provide for us. If we truly had 

faith we would not will to do what is good because we would know that good was 

already being done. Instead, when things are not going well by our standards, we look to 

the sky, shake our fists and ask “Why God?! Why are you doing this to me?” All the 

while we continue to fall deeper and deeper into our sin because we are afraid of our own 

death. We are afraid that if we give up control, it will be the death of us. It is a vicious 

cycle, and one that is nearly impossible to escape.  

 But before we get too down on ourselves, there is one thing we have yet to 

mention. The way to reconcile our sinful creature-ness with our unquenchable thirst for a 

relationship with the Almighty… Jesus Christ. Christ died for the forgiveness of sins. He 

descended to hell and in his resurrection, defeated death, so that we no longer have to be 

afraid of it. God has promised everlasting life through Christ, yet still we are afraid to die 

because we are worried about who will care for our families when we‘re gone? I still 
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haven‘t made my mark… People need ME… And the list goes on. The only thing we 

NEED is to release our fear of dying, and to allow ourselves to be born into new life 

through Christ. And part of that new life is trusting that what God says, is. Having faith 

that God will provide everything we need, through no action of our own. Giving up 

control and answering all things with an emphatic Amen. Only then, are we free. Free to 

be a slave, but no longer to the temptation of sin. But rather, a slave to the unconditional 

and everlasting love of Almighty God. Amen.  


