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 Having a Relationship with God 

 

Good morning. Happy Day After Valentine’s. Gentlemen, rest easy. Your job is done, for 

now. Yesterday was a day to celebrate the people we love the most and the people we have the 

strongest relationships with. Now as any sensible person knows, relationships are not easy. But, 

if there is one thing I have learned from the hundreds of movies that I have watched, it’s that 

falling in love takes about two to two and a half hours and usually includes a musical montage 

set to 80s pop music. Obviously, in the real world it takes a little more time and little more 80s 

music. 

First, you have to find the right person. Everyone has their perfect girl or their Mr. Right. 

He’s tall, and he works out, but he doesn’t like to show off his muscles. She’s shorter than me, 

but not by too much so we don’t look weird together. He likes dogs, but can tolerate cats. She 

puts time into looking nice, but she’s not overly high-maintenance. He’s funny, charming, well-

mannered. She likes sports and eating chili, but at the end of the day she prefers a Flirtini to a 

scotch and soda. And the lists go on and on. But once you have the right person, it’s not all late 

night movies and afternoon trips to Cherry Berry. You have to work at your relationship. What’s 

her favorite song? Who’s his favorite super hero? What’s her favorite kind of flower? What’s his 

favorite kind of beer? Do you know when your anniversary is? Did you put the toilet seat down? 

There are so many things like these that keep your relationship going, but to truly have a partner 

that you can rely on and go to in your times of need, you need a relationship based on substance. 

There will be times when things don’t go as planned. There will be personal questions 

asked that you won’t be sure if you’re ready to answer or not. There will be fights. Being with 

someone on such a personal level means that at times you will find yourself feeling exposed and 

vulnerable and potentially unsure of what’s to come. But if you trust in your partner and both of 

you actively talk with each other then you’ll know that after every dark night there is a radiant 

dawn. 

Now, when you think of your perfect partner, how many of you picture an older guy with 

a long beard who wears a toga and sandals? We don’t usually picture ourselves buying 

chocolates and flowers for God and then awkwardly smiling at him as we wait to hear him say, 

“Oh, they’re just perfect.” But there are ideas that we have about relationships with one another 

that we can also use when talking about our relationship with God. Communication is the most 

important aspect of any relationship. When you are dating someone, you have to make sure that 

you are expressing your feelings openly and honestly. Lying, keeping secrets, and avoiding the 

truth puts a great strain on any partnership. The same is true with God. We are encouraged to 

come to him both in times of joy and sadness. And we are to turn to him when we have 

questions. You may not get an answer right away, but that’s what patience is for. Whether you 

are talking about your relationship with another person or with God, everything is not going to 

happen by your schedule. You have to be patient and willing to wait for your partner to answer 

you when they are ready. I will admit though that there are times when patience can run thin and 

fights do happen. We can have doubts, not believe what our partner is saying, be unfaithful, and 

we get angry with that. We as humans are not perfect, therefore any relationship we are in is also 

not perfect, and this includes our relationship with God. We may get angry with God because 

we’ve lost our parents or grandparents or we don’t understand why God makes the decisions He 

does. But after we let off our steam and clear our heads, we know that we can go back, talk to 

God, and ask for forgiveness. 



As I’ve pointed out, there are various similarities between being in a relationship with 

another person and being in a relationship with God. But, there are also some major differences. 

When times are really tough with your girlfriend or boyfriend, sometimes splitting up and going 

separate directions is the best thing that you can do for both of you to be happy. We can’t do this 

with God. God is with us wherever we go. There are times when we try to outrun our problems 

with people, but we cannot outrun God. So, it does us no good to turn our hearts away from God 

and not acknowledge him. God made us. He was there in the womb when we were formed, so 

there is nothing about us that God does not already know. We cannot keep secrets from him. 

When you are dating someone and you do something that you know will upset them, you may 

think, “What they don’t know, won’t hurt them.” But this idea is never a possibility with God. If 

we have done wrong, we must atone for it and then we will be forgiven. 

Now, I’ve talked about how the way we love one another in our relationships is both like 

and unlike our relationship with God, but the point I want to ultimately focus on is how the two 

are directly related. The way we are with our girlfriend, our boyfriend, our husband, our wife, or 

our fiancé says a lot about what kind of relationship we have with God. If you see a couple 

together all the time laughing, crying, talking, playing footsy, or simply walking hand in hand, 

you can tell that there is a loving connection there. There’s something special. And it’s probably 

a safe bet that even if they don’t identify with a specific religion or have faith in one particular 

god, they still hold ideals in their hearts that make them loving, caring, compassionate, and 

forgiving people. These are virtues that God looks for in all his children. And conversely, how 

we regard God, how God is with us, shapes how we are with other people. If we accept God into 

our hearts, have faith, love him unconditionally, and trust in Him, then those aspects of our faith 

will go beyond just our relationship with God and flow into the relationships that we have with 

each other. The scripture from Malachi speaks to this exact point. Because of the love that exists 

between parents, children, and all others, God is pleased with his creation and has not struck the 

land with a curse. So in all of our relationships with our spouses, our partners, our friends, our 

parents, our siblings, and God we must be caring, faithful, honest, supportive, patient, and 

loving. Amen. 


