
Luke 21: 25-28
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from 
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will  
be shaken.  Then they will see ʻthe Son of Man coming in a cloudʼ with power and great 
glory.  Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.”

Itʼs amazing the shift that happens on campus between the beginning and end of 
Thanksgiving Break.  We leave campus ready to overeat, take naps, spend time with 
family and friends, travel, and we come back braced for three incredibly intense weeks 
of classes, papers, and final exams.  Aside from school, we all seem to approach the 
Thanksgiving holiday with a sense of normalcy and expectation.  What I mean by that is 
that we all seem to anticipate exactly what the holiday will bring.  We expect to spend 
Thanksgiving day with close family and friends; we expect to eat turkey, green bean 
casserole, and pumpkin pie; we expect to think more about and show our gratitude for 
what God has given us.  

As we near the season of Advent, we should approach the time of preparation with less 
presumption about the season and Christmas, and instead enter Advent with a greater 
sense of openness and watchfulness for how the season can change us.  Yes, of 
course we have expectations for the holiday itself with its own set of traditions - both in 
our churches and our homes.  But maybe we should think more purposefully about the 
season of preparation that is Advent.  Let us be changed by the season by being open 
to change.  And let the season allow us to practice openness and watchfulness in our 
lives and our faith that will extend beyond Advent and Christmas.

Lukeʼs gospel lesson describes a similar state of watchfulness and openness as he 
instructs us how to prepare for the “coming of the Son of Man”.  What he describes are 
people who are on the edge of something, and while they will surely get wrapped up in 
the edge and the journey that takes them there, they also have to tend to their daily 
needs - the things they need for the journey.

These two ways of living on the edge - both the daily living and the exhilaration of what 
lies ahead - are perfectly illustrated by recent conversations Iʼve had with people on 
campus.  

One of the first things Dr. Hasseler said to me when I asked her to share her perception 
of Augustana was this: “I feel like Augustana is on the edge of some really monumental 
things; Iʼm someone who likes to be at the edge and see what lies ahead.” 
So here we have the exhilaration of being at the edge.
 
Explaining how we approach this edge in our daily lives, Dr. Looney shared the 
following remark which some of you may have seen me post on Facebook on election 
day: “Even on those really big days, when we're on the edge of big things, we still get 
up, we still get dressed, we still read the newspaper, we still eat our oatmeal.”  In short, 
we have to equip ourselves to continue the journey and prepare for whatever lies 
ahead.
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To build on this example, an Augie student feeling the pressure of the end of the 
semester recently said, “if only each day had an extra hour when time would stand still 
and I could do things like shower, wash my clothes, read a magazine, and brush my 
teeth.”  Sometimes as students, we get so caught up in the edge that we lose sight of 
taking care of ourselves.  After all, we have to take care of ourselves on the journey if 
weʼre going to make it to the edge.  And when I say make it to the edge, I donʼt simply 
mean arrive at the edge exhausted, famished, and ill equipped.

So perhaps we should think of Advent as a journey, an edge of sorts, as we prepare for 
the Son of Man to arrive.  Along this journey, we have to take care of our equipment - 
our mental and physical abilities and our spiritual awareness.

In his poem, “Journey of the Magi,” T.S. Eliot writes of the journey faced by the wise 
men on their pilgrimage to see Jesusʼ birth.  I use the word pilgrimage because the 
magi, according to Eliot, went on this journey open to change and indeed were 
changed.  Along they way, they dealt with stubborn camels, cold weather, foreign cities, 
and the need for food and drink.  All they while, they moved toward the edge.  They 
were alert and mindful of themselves and of what they came to see and hear.  

In the last stanza, after witnessing the birth of Christ, one of the magi reflects:

“We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their Gods.
I should be glad of another death.”

Instead of pure excitement and joy at the birth of Christ, the wise men were unsettled; 
their lives had been changed.  As Luke instructs us to do, the wise men, “stood up and 
raised their heads.”  Their openness, watchfulness, and attentiveness to the journey 
enriched their lives and challenged them to seek the word of God even after they left the 
manger in Bethleham. 

Beyond the season of Advent, we find ourselves at the edge of monumental things in 
our own lives, and in our communities.  Those of us who are seniors know what itʼs like 
to be at the edge. Sometimes itʼs easy to get wrapped up in those big moments which of 
course are worthy of celebration.  Still, we have to tend to ourselves, take time to do the 
things that cultivate our minds, and sustain our bodies.  The same goes for finals and 
really all of our time as students.  As Pastor Paul noted on Wednesday, sometimes the 
steepness seems like itʼs just too much; no doubt we are challenged.  Both in seeking 
the edge and taking the journey, our lives our enriched so long as we remain open, 
mindful, and watchful.  

In this season of Advent and the celebration of Christʼs birth, let us be open to change, 
left unsettled at times, be challenged by Godʼs teachings, and let us savor the present, 
allowing us to care for ourselves and others around us.
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