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The text out of James says that you must show by your good life that your works are 
done with gentleness born of wisdom. What does it mean to be wise? The Dictionary 
definition is knowledge of what is true or right coupled with just judgment as to 
action; discernment, or insight.  Confucius says, by three methods we may learn 
wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; second, by imitation, which is easiest; 
and third by experience, which is the bitterest.  
 
Living life wisely can be a bit of a struggle, and be bittersweet.  There are many 
stumbling blocks that try to get in the way of living wisely.  We tend to choose 
worldly things over and above the goal of seeking out wisdom.  We set our sights on 
selfish ambitions and become false in truth.  We compete with one another for 
positions and set our beliefs against one another.  We seek out disputes and settle 
them with violent actions and words.  Just as the Disciples jockey for position in the 
kingdom of heaven in Mark’s gospel we seek to come first in the lives of those that 
surround us.  The Disciples in Mark’s gospel are not necessarily the smartest lot.  
They constantly miss out on the things that Jesus so clearly tries to teach them.  It 
seems as though Jesus is going in circles repeating himself in order to get the 
disciples to understand what they are being taught.  I think we also often miss the 
mark when it comes to our understanding.  Missing the mark is the Jewish notion of 
sinning.  To aim a bow but miss the mark of your target!  The fact that they are so 
wrapped up in trying to decide who is the greatest disciple to Jesus and will come 
first in the Kingdom of God, is a clear depiction of how off the mark they are. There 
air headedness causes Jesus to say “"Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all."  These words are quite puzzling to many who hear them, still 
today.  What does it mean for the last to come first and the first to come last?  For 
most it brings up the words unfair.  How can those who have just come to know 
Jesus be first into the kingdom, and yet those who seem to have followed most 
closely be last?  This is a complex question that requires much consideration but it is 
a theme that crops up several times in the Gospels. Perhaps it is that those who 
come last may be able to let go of some of those worldly possessions, where those 
who have held on to the word of the world may be less apt to do so…  
 
There is a children’s book written by Max Lucado called You are Special which deals 
with the topic of choosing worldly opinions over those of God.  In Lucado’s story he 
invents a group of little wooden people, which he calls Wemmicks.  The Wemmicks 
have a system of showing each other appreciation or disapproval.  They each have 
boxes filled with stars or grey dots.  If a wemmick is particularly beautiful, talented, 
or nice others will stick stars on them so others can see. But if they are seen to have 
bad paint, or wood, are clumsy, or don’t have any talents they are given grey dots.  
These opinions are placed upon each Wemmick by their fellow wemmicks and the 
ideals they hold on what is good and right.  Punchinello, the main character of the 
story believes that he isn't good enough because of what others say about him. But 
one day he meets a girl wemmick who has no dots or stars at all, others try to give 
her stickers but they do not stick to her.  Punchinello asks her how this happens and 
she takes him to see her friend Eli who is a woodworker.  Eli tells Punchinello that 
he is special and a grey dot falls off of him. Eli instructs him to visit everyday and to 
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listen to what he says and not listen to those who try to judge him because their 
judgment does not matter, the only thing that matters is that Eli the creator loves 
him and thinks he is perfect the way he was made. 
 
James corresponds with this mode of thinking in verse 15 when it says that wisdom 
does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  The wisdom 
that the wemmicks impart on Punchinello in judging him is not wisdom of heavenly 
things but of earthly judgment.  With this being said, the question, is the world bad, 
arises. This does not make the world bad it simply notes that this bottom up 
thinking can be dangerous.  One should be concerned with a top down form of 
thinking.  17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 
to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.   
This is the form of thinking that Eli in You are Special tries to impart. 
 
The method of wisdom that is presented in Mark’s Gospel is that of the wisdom of a 
child or a Jewish mindset if you will.  The typical understanding of a child’s faith 
would seem to be something that is very innocent and pure.  Although it can 
definitely be both of these things it is also true that children perhaps more than 
anyone else seek out the truth in any situation.  Children are not afraid to ask many 
questions and wrestle with the things that they do not understand.  This would have 
been something that was not unfamiliar to Jesus and his disciples because wrestling 
with questions of faith is a key part of the Jewish observance.     
 
Humanity is not necessarily called to happiness.  Messiah, comes into the world with 
a message of hurt, and understanding of how upside down the world is.  The Jewish 
picture of messiah was someone who would come and fix all of the brokenness in 
the world and make things right.  For without messiah the world sits upside down 
because there is so much pain and hurt in the world.  If we are wise we will know 
that we need the pure word of God for “It is not I who live but Christ who lives in 
me’ (Galatians  2:20)  
 
 
 
 


