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 Psalm 139:13-16 ESV / 5 helpful votes  
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I 

am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My 

frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths 

of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of 

them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.  

 

 Today is a new day. This moment in time is what allows us to freely see the world 

for what it is, a gift. Each passing moment of everyday is an opportunity to learn, to 

explore, and to believe in something we never gave an actual chance. I was recently 

introduced to an artist, by my grandparents, named DeGrazzia. This man was influenced 

with the stories of creation and the Stations of the Cross. He brought life to Scripture and 

gave visual representations to the way in which we can experience the life God intended 

us to have. That was his gift. I took my passion for art and his influential work to present 

this master study. It is a reminder to me of a quote I consistently read over and over again 

to myself. “Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass… It’s learning to dance in the 

rain.” It tells us that we cannot wait we must act on the gifts we have been given and we 

must be excited about where that takes us, we must dance. This influential artist, through 

his gift, has given me a visual representation to the knowledge I have gained as an 

Augustana Viking. I am proud to say these last four years have been an amazing 

adventure. To soon be an Augustana alum not only gives me great pride it gives me an 

opportunity to share with the world what I have learned here.  

 Not many may know, but I started my time at Augustana with a major in Biology 

destined to be a Doctor and save children from cancer. I wanted to give a voice to the 

sick and give them an extended and meaningful life in which they get to explore dreams 

and ideas of their own. That is not where God wanted me and it took me until the end of 

January 2013 to find out where my true calling was. I wasn’t listening to the gifts God 

gave me. I chose to pursue many different career paths that lined up with what I wanted 

and not where God had intended me to go. I was ignoring my call. I think often times we 

are given gifts that we don’t know we have. We live life according to how we think it 

should be instead of the life God intended us to live. My parents have been my rock as I 

explore these different careers unsure as to where I fit in this growing society and I found 

myself majoring in Psychology and Exercise Science. This unique major combination has 

given me the opportunity to explore how physical and mental health work together, and 

furthermore how an individual understands the world around them. God wants us to see 

the world in a positive way and for us to understand how to take care of the life we have 

been given, but that is grounded on faith.  

 That is where my religion minor takes its place. It allows for people to make sense 

of this world through their own understanding, meaning, and calling. I have taken my last 

two j-terms to study abroad in some of the most beautiful places in the entire world. In 

January of 2012, I left for Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands. A place where Darwin’s 

theory of evolution was born and the finches to this day display the truth of natural 

selection. For someone who lives in the realm of science, this is their prize. They can see 

the world as it should be through the adaptations made and how this information can 

directly apply back to humanity. This gave me perspective on the life of someone who 

may hold a belief that science explains it all. I am not here to say what is right or wrong 

but simply to gain understanding from their eyes. This past January, I went to Turkey to 
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study the Islam faith and how Muslims integrate their faith into their families and 

traditions. A faith discriminated by American society as these people are negatively 

stereotyped with that of 9/11. So few choose to understand who these people are and 

what they believe and instead use their faith as an easy way to categorize them as 

terrorists. American media has made them an easy target based off little knowledge and 

lack of understanding. I again, only wanted to see the world through their eyes. 

  It is these opportunities, that I have learned my place in this world. I am here to 

build community where it lacks, to give understanding to people who choose to look 

away, and I am here to be an agent of change. I love the meaning of community. I love 

meeting new people and learning the stories that make up each individual and for many 

of you I know your story. I know where your passions are and the career you wish for 

yourself and I wish that for you. I dream for others as I do for myself and it becomes an 

amazing opportunity, as the community grows stronger, and those dreams come true for 

many. I am fortunate to be this years Homecoming King and a nominee for the Covenant 

Award for Community. I don’t see what I do as anything more than anyone else should 

do. I simply want to learn where you want to go in life and how I can help make that 

happen. It is with these gifts, which have recently been discovered, that I have chosen to 

go into higher education and student affairs. I love community. I love bringing people of 

different backgrounds together and creating new friendships with people they never 

knew. I want to further that community and give everyone the opportunity to experience 

what I have been given these last four years. I want everyone to experience the 

community of college and the life it creates for you as you prepare for the unknown 

adventures of your future.  

 Scripture tells us today the strengths we all hold as individuals in this world. We 

represent unique backgrounds, with unique interests, and unlimited possibilities to change 

the world as we see fit. We are the future. I look into each day with an overwhelming 

sense of optimism. I am that person that is determined to change your day simply by 

making you laugh, smile, or both if I am lucky. So I ask you to reflect on what your gifts 

are. Think about your interests, your passion, your life and recognize the beauty that gift 

is. You were created this way to show others how you view this life differently and for 

that viewpoint to be heard. I chose this Scripture because often times we, as humans, 

don’t give ourselves enough credit in the gifts we hold. It wasn’t until I won 

Homecoming King that I realized the vast impact I had made on so many people. I am 

one person but yet I was seen as a leader to this campus. I see that leader in all of you. 

You have made my experience here unique because of the friendships I have made, with 

the education I have received, and the support I have been given to take my next steps 

outside of Augustana. It is easy to brush off the compliments we get and to simply say 

thank you, but do we really know how much we have changed the people around us by 

being who we are? My answer is no. I don’t think the human mind can fully comprehend 

how much of a difference we can make but by recognizing the individual strengths, we 

hold, as God’s creation we are on a path that will forever change the world.  

 I am constantly reminded of how powerful our choices are in this life. Just how 

Degrazzia utilized his gifts to give to others, I hope that my gifts are given to bring 

education to those who wish to change the life they have for themselves. Life is too short 

and I believe the gifts I have been given help others understand their own gifts and the 

path God has laid before them. We are unique, even as an identical twin, I am unique. I 
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may resemble my twin brother in many ways but I have my own path, just like he does, 

and just like my little brother does. My family means everything to me. It is a gift in my 

life and one that I hold dear to who I am in the life I choose to lead. Painting is a gift in 

my life. It allows me to paint a story and give a visual representation to those around me. 

As you begin to recognize the gifts of your own, it becomes this opportunity to ground a 

deeper faith with God. This moment is what gives us a new understanding to how our 

own life should be led. We do not have the time to wait for the storm, but today is a new 

day and we have that opportunity, right now, to go out and dance.  

 

 


