
Fall Semester Sees 
Record Retention; 
Increased Enrollment
   This fall, Augustana reported an 86 percent 
freshman-to-sophomore retention rate, the 
highest since 1971, the first year the College 
began tracking the statistic.
   Returning sophomores, combined with existing 
upperclassmen and 518 students who are new 
to campus (including freshmen and transfer 
students), brought Augustana’s headcount for fall 
2010 to 1,820 – up from 1,795 a year ago.
   “For students, choosing a college is the most 
important decision in their lives thus far. We’re 
committed to doing all we can to share the 
Augustana story – our exceptional students; our 
great professors; our international opportunities; 
and so much more – as often as we can,” said 
Nancy Davidson, vice president for Enrollment. 
“Yet, it’s important to point out that enrolling 
students is only half our job. Nurturing and 
fostering their academic, spiritual and social 
development once students are here is critical 
to their collegiate success. The one-on-one 
guidance and support we provide to students is 
why our retention rate is far above the national 
average.”

Missionary Reflections
Campus Pastor Recounts Trip to Africa
   After spending more than two months in Tanzania, Africa, Campus 
Pastor Paul Rohde has a new appreciation for the term “daily bread.” 
   This summer, Rohde and his wife, Susan, served students at 
the Ruhija School of Music, a school for church musicians of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, and the Massai Girls 
Lutheran Secondary School in Monduli, Tanzania, a school for 
students under the sponsorship of Operation Bootstrap Africa. 
   The experience, Rohde said, was a lesson in trust. 
   “Life felt very Biblical. Our daily bread really was daily. We had a 
one-burner kerosene stove. We never knew what we’d have for food 
yet, somehow, something always came together,” Rohde said. “To that 
end, the question for us in Africa was not survival; it was managing our 
anxiety.”  
   Rohde’s trip is part of his work toward a Doctor of Ministry degree in 
“Spirituality and Story” at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. Throughout his journey, he tested the power of journal writing to 
serve attentiveness and integration, especially of liminal space.
   “Travel is a learning experience because you can’t just pull back. 
You’re forced to think about exploring your ideas in new ways. The 
reality is, you’re there. You have to deal with it. It’s an embodied 
experience.” 
   “One of the central commands of the Bible is ‘go!’ and one of its most 
central promises is ‘you are not alone!’ God will be with you and people 
will surround you,”  he writes.
   Once complete, Rohde’s guidebook, “And Grace Will Lead Me 
Home: A Guide for Pilgrim Journals,” will serve as a journaling 
resource for student travelers. 
    “Second to taking the trip, the next most important thing is telling 
the story. Writing is a great way to describe and remember your 
experience. Writing in many ways will help you pay attention to what 
you see and hear and feel and discover,” Rohde writes. 
   For Rohde, journal writing was core to his experience in Africa.
   “Next to cross and resurrection, the challenges and gifts of Africa 
may be the most difficult thing I’ve ever tried to communicate. 
You speak of the gifts and people get a very romantic view of life; 
you speak of the challenges, such as polygamy, AIDS and genital 
mutilation, and people can’t imagine there are gifts. 
   “I believe Africans live trust on a daily basis. And, they readily name 
God in the trust. We learned faithful freedom and joy and openness 
and spontaneity from them.”

   For the seventh straight year, Sioux Falls, S.D., was 
ranked the best small American city for business and 
careers by Forbes.com.
   Sioux Falls is the only city that scored in the top 25 in 
at least eight of the 12 categories that the organization 
considered as part of the ranking. 
   The Sioux Falls metro area was the fastest growing 
metro in the Midwest over the past 10 years with 
30 percent growth and its population now stands at 
238,100. 
   Unemployment in Sioux Falls has doubled over the 
past three years, but at 4.3 percent, it is still one of the 
lowest in the country.
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