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Before you are seated, I would like to do a visual demonstration. I want everyone to grab 

the hands of the people next to you. Jesus says that he is the vine and we are the 

branches. We are all connected as a community of Augustana and as brothers and sisters 

in Christ through faith. You may be seated. If we rely solely on physically holding hands, 

we could not touch our other brothers and sisters around the world. Technology allows us 

to digitally hold hands and spread God’s love to others.  

 

As a woman who is pursuing a career in digital marketing, it is clear that I love 

technology and the social abilities that it provides. I have an iPhone 5 and it can do 

everything. It stores my music, allows me to always stay in contact with friends, stores 

my photos, provides convenient social media update opportunities and so much more.  

 

But what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phone? 

 

What if we flipped through it several times a day? 

 

How many times do you pull out your cell phone and look through it for information on a 

given topic or contact for someone you know? If we looked at scripture in our down time, 

think about how many more biblical passages we would know.  

 

“What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it?” 

 

If someone misplaces their cell phone or it breaks, they panic and freak out until they find 

it or replace it. I’ve had friends wait in line for hours for a new version of the iPhone or 

iPad to be released. Yet, the Bible never changes or requires an upgrade. If we accidently 

drop it, it doesn’t shatter. His words remain.  

 

If we want the flexiblity of going mobile, cell phones must be charged. If we’re expecting 

a call, we must keep a cell phone nearby to hear it ring. A cell phone can be a valuable 
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tool which is available anywhere we go, but if we forget to turn on the volume or don’t 

keep the battery charged, its features do nothing for us. 

God’s word can also be a valuable tool, but if we don’t use it properly, it is no more 

beneficial than a dead cell phone. Psalms 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my 

feet, and a light unto my path.” There are times when I read a passage, knowing that I 

have read it before, possibly many times, and it feels as though it is my first time reading 

it. It’s as if I wasn’t fully paying attention when I read it the first time.  

 

Why is it that sometimes we learn something from what we’re reading and other times 

scripture seems like a bunch of words? Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” We remember and quote statuses that our 

friends post on Facebook, but how do we forget the Word of God? 

 

How often do we go to God with our wish list but never read the Bible and wait for His 

answer? Frank Laubach once said, “The trouble with nearly everybody who prays is that 

he says ‘Amen’ and runs away before God has a chance to reply. Listening to God is far 

more important than giving Him our ideas.” You wouldn’t go to the doctor and tell him 

what is wrong and then leave before he diagnoses you. Jeremiah 33:3 says “Call to me 

and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know”. God 

is greater and more powerful than Google and Siri. Ask him questions, but remember to 

wait for the answer. Don’t simply say Amen and end the call.  

 

God’s phone never needs to charge. He is never too busy for you. God can pay more 

attention to a million people at once, than you and I can pay attention to one single 

person. We must always remember, God is God, and we are humans. We must remember 

that prayer is the world’s greatest wireless connection and we can always reach God by 

kneelmail.  
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Though there are many negative sides to technology that keep us from God, we must 

focus on how to control the negative and how to use technology to hear and share God’s 

word. 

 

We have the power to communicate through social media, email, and our cell phones, 

with people throughout the world, and what a better way to spread the Word of God to 

our brothers and sisters? 

 

I have loved going on Facebook lately to see how many people are sharing their favorite 

bible verse and then nominating friends to invite them to share theirs with the Facebook 

World. We can’t ignore human connections, and we should put our devices down when 

we are physically with others, but in a world where technology is becoming much more 

advanced, we should learn how to use it effectively.  

 

When my dad travelled to New Orleans to take care of my grandpa when he wasn’t doing 

well, I sent my dad a bible verse to help him every day. I knew that the verses would not 

physically heal my grandpa, but they would help the pain in my dad’s heart and even 

though they couldn’t replace the real thing, they could serve as a virtual hug or holding 

his hand while I was in Sioux Falls.  

 

Information has always been shared between people from word-of-mouth to the 

development of the printing press in Martin Luther’s time, to the Internet and social 

networking today.  

 

As we sing Word of God Speak, let us remember that through scripture and prayer, God 

hears our problems and our thanks out loud or in our minds and hearts. I’m finding 

myself at a loss for words, and the funny thing is, it’s okay. Amen.  

 

 

 


