
 
 
 

Senior Sermon 
 
Question: How many people here have ever made plans 
and then those plans didn’t work out? 
 
They may be small things like not going to lunch where 
we want or maybe big plans like what we do for a 
career.  
 
I graduated last year with the intention of being in 
medical school this year, and obviously that didn’t 
happen. but God has shown me that His plans for my life 
are much better than the plans I had set out for myself. 
Obediently following God’s plan has absolutely changed 
my life and can change your life as well if we 
understand three principles of God’s plans for our lives. 
 
3 truths about God’s plans for our lives 
 

1. God’s path may not always be “ the easiest one” 
a. Joseph- Genesis 39: 19-23 
b. God gave Joseph a vision that one day he 

would be in a position of power, he ended up a 
slave and falsely imprisoned. 

c. Naturally as humans we always want what is 
comfortable and easy for us.  

d. However, being comfortable isn’t always a 
good thing. God’s will causes us to be 



uncomfortable at times. It is through these 
times we develop our dependence upon God. If 
we never had trials, we would learn to only 
trust in ourselves. 

 
2. God operates on a different schedule than we 

do 
a. Abraham- Romans 4:18-25 
b. Abraham had to wait over 20 years for a son 

after God told him he would be the patriarch 
of the nations. (Easymac) 

c. Our lives 
i. We live in a “right now” society so waiting 

is something we don’t practice often. 
ii. We sometimes struggle with why can’t we 

have the things we want right now (job, 
marriage, healing, success) 

iii. God operates in eternal time and we live 
in earth time.  

iv.  God may lead us towards something but 
if we can’t handle that blessing at the 
present time, we must wait until we are 
ready 

v. God often answers our prayers with “not 
yet” 

 
I know some of you may be thinking, if God’s will may 
be full of obstacles and having to wait for stuff, is it 
really worth it to follow God’s will? 
 



It most certainly is.  
 
 
3. The blessings we receive when we are in God’s 
will are far greater than what we could achieve on 
our own. 

d. Joseph- Galatians 6:9 
So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. 
At just the right time we will reap a harvest 
of blessing if we don’t give up. 
Joseph could have easily thrown in the towel 
on God or had a bad attitude towards God for 
leading him in the opposite direction of his 
vision, but he trusted God and God blessed 
him. 

e. Abraham - James 1:12 
God blesses those who patiently endure 
testing and temptation. Afterward they will 
receive the crown of life that God has 
promised to those who love Him. 
Abraham could have had a legit complaint 
with God for not making good on His 
promises, but he remained faithful and he was 
counted as righteous in the eyes of God and 
God proceeded to bless Abraham. 
 
 

f. Our lives- Romans 8:28 
And we know that God causes everything to 
work together for the good of those who 



love God and are called according to his 
purpose. 

 
The harvest of blessing and the crown of life aren’t 
necessarily financial wealth or social status but they are 
the blessings of a deeper relationship with God and our 
salvation through Jesus.  Joseph and Abraham 
experienced these blessings from God.  
 
We were created to experience these blessings as well, 
however as humans, we often deviate away from God’s 
plan for our lives, this is called sin. We choose our own 
selfish desires over the good will of God. However, 
because Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of 
our sins, we are given the opportunity to get back on 
God’s path again no matter how far we strayed from it. 
Getting back in God’s will starts with a personal 
relationship with Christ and accepting Him as Lord and 
Savior of your life. Today if you realize that you haven’t 
made Jesus the Lord of your life, I would love to talk to 
you about how you can make this happen.  
 
When we trust God completely and seek Him in all 
things, He will reveal His will for us. Jeremiah 29:11-13 
says 
 

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 



13 You will find me when you seek me with all your 
heart. 
 
 
As I wrap up, I want to give you an update on what God 
has been doing in my life. The past year has been 
rewarding yet extremely challenging for me and I have 
been through more difficulties than I wanted to and I’ve 
had to wait longer than I wanted to wait. I have had to 
learn how to daily depend on God in a way I never had 
to before but through this time, God has shown me his 
goodness and faithfulness.  
 
After wrestling with uncertainty and anxiety over my 
career plans and my life in general, God has opened 
doors I couldn’t have seen a year ago. I am attending 
Sioux Falls Seminary next semester and I am 
interviewing at medical schools as well. A year ago, I 
wouldn’t have been ready to handle the course load and 
the responsibilities of seminary or medical school, but 
God led me to where I needed to be so that I would  
become ready for whatever the next step in my life is.  
 
 
If you don’t get anything else out of the message today 
remember this:  
 
God has a plan for your life and even if you can’t see 
where your path leads, God will never steer you 
wrong if you place your complete trust in Him. 



 


