
Welcome everyone and thank you for joining together today. It does not seem that long ago 

that I was traveling Egypt. Just two weeks before the band departed towards Cairo, events 

in Tunisia led to an uprising and the ousting of its long-lasting president, Ben Ali. Little did 

we know that the revolution in Tunisia would erupt across much of Northern Africa and 

land itself full force in downtown Cairo. Never while we were there did we experience 

threatening situations, or fear. Instead, we spent our time exploring ancient Egyptian 

religion and history, visiting mosques, meeting Egyptian college students, and soaking in 

the culture of this foreign land. We watched as the people we had come to know formed on 

the streets below to unite peacefully against injustices. The story I am about to tell is of a 

people coming together to stand up and to stand out. In Cairo, the two major religions are 

Islam and Coptic Christianity. Islam accounts for about 90% of the population, while 

Christianity accounts for about 10%; however, all of these people came together, despite 

any religious differences. They stood together to protest against a common injustice, the 

regime of Hosni Mubarak. Both Coptic Christians and Muslims have multiple daily prayers, 

and as a religious people, they still prayed while protesting in Tahrir Square. Many people 

were not prepared for the spectacle ahead. As thousands of Muslims were praying, a circle 

of Christians formed around them to protect them. They held hands and made a protective 

ring around all of the Muslims who chose to pray. The first time I heard this story I had 

goose bumps over my entire body. The people of Tahrir Square had understood more fully 

than I ever could have what Paul’s message to Corinth meant. For in fact the body is not one 

member, but many. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one 

member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. For the Christians of Cairo, this lesson 

was read as it should have been; it included all people, regardless of social class, religion, 

wealth, or any dimension. This story does not end here; just as the Christians had formed a 

protective ring around the Muslims, the Muslims joined hands around the Christians to 

protect them from any harm while they prayed. Maybe the text today could be adapted to: 

If the Christian should say, because I am not a Muslim, I am not of the Body, is it therefore 

not of the body? And if the Muslim should say, because I am not a Christian, I am not of the 

body, is it therefore not of the body? For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

Where do you see yourself in this story? There are two main characters, the protector and 

the protected. Think about it, has there been a time when you needed protection or help 



more than anything? Whether it be studying for an exam, walking through a crowd, or 

perhaps some unknown situation. Or have you found yourself in the protecting role, 

offering a hand or advice to someone who was in need? Our hymn today was, Will You Let 

Me Be Your Servant. Listen to the text of this hymn: “Will you let me be your servant, let me 

be as Christ to you? Pray that I might have the grace to let you be my servant too? We are 

pilgrims on a journey; we are trav’lers on the road. We are here to help each other walk the 

mile and bear the load. Let us be reminder that both are important, and both are necessary. 

A strong community relies on people to have faith in the knowledge that they are 

protected, but also that each person will take part in the protection as well.  

Now let’s return to 1 Timothy for a moment. As many of you know, I am a budding scientist. 

No, this does not mean that I have mastered asexual reproduction; I am simply at the 

infancy of a scientific career. The professors at Augustana have been foundational in 

implementing both moral behavior, and respect for past research. There is a simple, yet 

powerful phrase in scientific research that many professors have taught me and reminded 

me. “We stand on the shoulders of those who have came before us.” “We stand on the 

shoulders of those who have came before us.” Humbling thought this is. Paul’s letter to 

Timothy was like that of an instructor to a student. His advice to Timothy was: Let no one 

look down on your youthfulness, but set the believers an example. If people are not to look 

down upon Timothy as a child, perhaps this was a call for Timothy to give up childhood 

ways. Perhaps this was a call for Timothy to learn that he stood on the shoulders of many 

before him, but that he now needed to bare shoulders that were worthy for others to stand 

upon. Education opens us up to this call. A call to humbly remember and respect all of those 

that came before us, but to also learn that we each bare new gifts and have had gifts 

bestowed upon us by the Lord our God. Have you thought about your gifts, or your calling 

to use your gifts? As it reads in Timothy: “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was 

given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders.” Let us 

go out into the world, all of us, and bare our gifts, so that our children and following 

generations will have shoulders to stand on.  

Please silently reflect upon your gifts and your calling. 



Dear lord, we pray for you to guide is in faith and understanding so that we may come 

together as one body in your name. We pray that you teach us not only how to protect each 

member, but how to be protected as welwl. We pray that you help us grow and appreciate 

our gifts so that we can better use them to serve each other and to serve you.  

We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ 

Dear Lord, we pray for all of those who have lost loved ones recently, or are lost 

themselves. Help to comfort them in knowing that we are here, each of us, to help them and 

guide them. Let our shoulders be worthy of standing on for those who are in need. We also 

pray for all places in the world that are at civil unrest. Be with nations such as Syria and 

Egypt as they are in turmoil and are in special need of fellowship and peace. Be with all of 

the leaders of the world and help them put egos aside and to find the light that is your love.  

Amen. 


