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NON-CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 

ACCT 397 TOPICS: INTERMEDIATE ACCOUNTING 1.5 
Study of accounting standards and procedures related to the acquisition, utilization, and disposition of property, 

plant, and equipment and intangible assets.  Coverage of accounting standards and procedures related to current 

liabilities and contingencies. Prerequisite: ACCT 322 

 

ART 397 TOPICS: FIRE AND ICE: DOCUMENTING CLIMATE CHANGE IN ICELAND 

With over 2 dozen active volcanoes and 400 glaciers, Iceland has earned the nickname “The Land of Fire and 

Ice.”  In this course students will explore Iceland’s diverse landscape while traveling the 800 mile Ring Road that 

encircles the country.  While in Iceland, students will learn about climate change and observe visible signs of global 

warming: Iceland’s melting glaciers and changing terrain.  Using their newly acquired photography skills (from the 

first-on campus week of this course), students will document the landscape and create a portfolio that addresses 

global climate change.  

 

BIOL 297A TOPICS: TROPICAL ECOLOGY OF GUATEMALA, BELIZE, AND SPANISH IMMERSION 

(See BIOL 309) 

 

BIOL 297B TOPICS: PARADISE LOST (GERMS GONE WILD IN HAWAII) SI 

This course aims to examine the role of disease in shaping the world in which we live.  Certainly, we cannot cover 

all disease epidemics everywhere, what we can do, however, is look at specific diseases and then extrapolate what 

the results of the disease might be elsewhere.  How, for example, did bubonic plague, undo the feudal system of 

Europe?  How, might cholera undo the rule of Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela? Why did smallpox alter the religious 

and political landscape of North America? Why do researchers go to China when they want to understand the yearly 

flu virus? But we will give these questions a twist. We will spend most of our time exploring how disease affected 

the history of Hawaii, and how those who overthrew Queen Liliuokalani used disease to justify their actions. To do 

this, we will spend time in the Hawaiian Islands--Oahu and Molokai. The latter island is famous for a Leper Colony-

-Kalaupapa.   Examining questions such as these will allow you as students to better understand the 

interconnectedness between disease and societal development in an historical sense.  

 

BIOL 397A/EDUC 397 A: KENYA ’21 ELIMU NA KILIMO: GLIMPES AT THE INTERSECTION OF 

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY AND EDUCATION     

Summary: Opportunities in Kenyan culture will increase students’ knowledge base on how food security and 

education systems and policies impact the welfare, decision making processes, and resiliency of a people. Issues 

such as biofuels, food aid, poverty, subsidies, climate change and level of education as drivers of food insecurity 

will be observed, addressed and discussed to give perspective to the complex interdependencies related to global 

food security. Their experiential journey will include meetings and active participation with students, NGO’s, 

educators, national research centers, and citizens within the country. In the spirit of embedding this course in a 

diverse cultural experience, students’ immersion in a local community will aid in making authentic connections. 

Exposure to diverse cultures, languages and socio-economic circumstances will increase students’ knowledge and 

appreciation of cultures dramatically different from their own. These experiences will give students the opportunity 

to explore the complexity of the situation and hopefully spark positive self -reflection on their personal views and 

possible roles. 

 

BIOL 397B TOPICS: NEUROBIOLOGY OF DISEASE 

Description: This course will explore neuropsychiatric diseases as pathophysiology of the brain at the molecular, 

cellular, and systems levels. Topics covered will include autism, bipolar disorder, dementia, addiction, and other 

disorders. Students will closely read and discuss primary articles from research on the causes, clinical features, 

detection methods, and possible routes to treatment for these disorders. In addition, students will research how 

laboratory research is translated from the bench to the bedside. 

Prerequisites: BIOL 234 or PSYC 260 OR Permission of Instructor 

 

BSAD 297 TOPICS: SUSTAINABILITY IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS (STUDY ABROAD 

EXPERIENCE)   Sustainability is the quintessential international systems problem. This course explores 

innovative business models used across the leading sustainable companies from the United Kingdom, France and 

Norway. Students will learn how to think globally and act strategically in ways that also add the most sustainable 

value to the societies and businesses within which we operate as individuals and organizational leaders. 

 
 

 



CHEM 197 TOPICS: ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMISTRY 

Environmental chemistry can be defined as the study of the sources, reactions, transport, effects, and fates 

of chemical species in the air, soil, and water environments; and the effect human activity has on these.  This course 

emphasizes how chemistry can help to understand contemporary environmental issues, and what it indicates about 

possible solutions to environmental problems facing the planet.  This course is designed to encourage students to 

think about what sustainability is and how it relates to the environment, how chemistry can help prevent, diagnose 

and assist in the mitigation of environmental problems, and how technical, political and social issues impact the 

effectiveness of our environmental stewardship. Prerequisites: CHEM 116 or CHEM 120 

 

CIVT 203 JUSTICE: WOMEN IN SCIENCE  

This course will look at the ways in which women have contributed to science and have been constructed by 

scientific discourse.  In accordance with the theme of “justice,” we will examine how women’s scientific 

achievements have often been dismissed, overlooked, or erased, and to this end, this course seeks to rectify such 

erasure by acknowledging the ways in which women have made significant contributions to scientific 

knowledge.  However, we will also examine the social and professional settings that empowered women to make 

strong contributions to the body of science that were publicly acknowledged.  We will explore this subject using 

historical, literary, and scientific texts, and we will focus especially on women’s participation in chemistry.  This 

course is designed for non-science majors, but those who are majoring in science would benefit from thinking about 

the relationship between gender and scientific discourse.  

 

COMM 397 TOPICS: VIKING SAGAS: 500+YEARS OF RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATION IN NORWAY 

(RT) 

Viking Sagas will focus on the intersections between communication and historical/cultural events, using religious 

communication as key focus area.  In particular, we will look at music as a text or symbol of communication.  We 

will not only look forward to the next 500 years with the impact of social media, but also back 500 years to 

pioneering communication techniques from the Vikings and early Church Reformers.  The course will take a public 

relations/strategic communication focus as we visit heritage sites and interact with a variety of church professionals, 

pastors and parishioners as we explore the role of religious communication in the form of music.  Throughout, we 

will examine cultural paradoxes of how the church engages with religious traditions and theological conversations 

today.  Can it be both rooted and reaching? 

 

COSC 297 TOPICS: ANDROID PROGRAMMING 

Android is an open source and Linux-based operating system for mobile devices such as smartphones and tablet 

computers. This course will teach you basic Android programming and will also take you through some advance 

concepts such as notifications, location-awareness, and animations.   

Prerequisites: COSC 211. 

 

ENGL 297A TOPICS: LITERARY BODIES 

Bodies house the essence of identity and represent that identity to the world. Bodies are also written on by that 

world; they are marked by such things as disease, trauma, and societal expectations of gender, race, and class--the 

symptoms of life’s circumstances.  In this course, we will consider the representation of bodies in literature from the 

19thcentury to the present and examine how social, cultural, historical, and scientific expectations prescribe our 

responses to the marked body.  Although not a scientific study itself, this course will encourage students to 

encounter scientific thought and medical practices through the narrative imagination.  ecause this is a 200-level 

literature course, it is also an introduction to major literary types including short fiction, novel, nonfiction, poetry, 

drama, and film.  We will consider works in each of these categories, paying particular attention to the ways in 

which they intertwine with and inform one another as well as to how they distinguish themselves from each 

other.  Throughout the semester you should expect to gain confidence in your approach to a literary text—and, 

therefore, any text—as well as in your analytical and critical thinking and writing. 
 

GOVT 297 TOPICS: DESIGNING DEMOCRACY 

This course will take you behind the scenes to uncover what is required to consolidate democracy. We will examine 

primary ingredients including constitutions, executives, legislatures, voters/elections, political parties, and 

judiciaries. We will also consider the challenges to consolidation. Also, we will examine case studies that exemplify 

the institutions in the real-world, before applying them to a constitutional convention simulation event at the end of 

the course. Lastly, we will consider what makes democracy something to strive for in the first place.  

 

MDST 397 TOPICS: RACE AND RELIGION IN LONDON AND IRELAND    

Contemporary London and Ireland remain contentious sites to study race and religion. London’s diverse array of 

religious traditions, immigration, diversity, and historic legacies of racialized power offer critical landscape to 

examine historic legacies of race and ongoing actions of everyday racism. Ireland provides different context that 

extends knowledge relative to e/immigration, ethnicity, and religious conflict. 



  

The course begins by situating contemporary relations of race and religion within historic legacies and relations of 

power. Three intersecting areas of race and religion are explored including everyday racism, social identification, 

and social change. Content covered includes critical race theory, development and institutionalization of racism in 

areas such as contemporary worship, work, and formations of social action.   

 

MUSI 397 TOPICS: WIND LITERATURE I: HISTORY OF WIND LIT (MS AND HS BAND FOCUS   

This course is designed to provide instrumental music majors with the opportunity to learn the rich history of 

literature for winds, the history of wind instruments and conducting, and experience a broad range of repertoire that 

is appropriate for both middle and high school level bands. Students will familiarize themselves with a process for 

selecting repertoire for programming an entire concert season, selecting repertoire for smaller bands or bands with 

incomplete instrumentations, and selecting music for contest.  

 

SOCI 297 TOPICS: FOOD FOR THOUGHT: PATHWAYS FROM FARM TO TABLE 

How might “local” food be sourced from here and afar, and how do we make sense of these choices as ethical and 

sustainable? Our course will be anchored in questions related to culture and the interconnectedness of social 

institutions. For example, when cultural ideals tend to privilege food that is considered “authentic,” what qualifies? 

If cultural trends influence what is considered delicious or necessary, how does this impact the availability and 

production of various products (e.g., “local” craft beer, “fair-trade” coffee, almond milk, “Kobe” beef, “sustainably 

farm-raised” shrimp, “non-GMO” wheat, or “heirloom” tomatoes)? Beyond the classroom, we will also engage with 

local purveyors in the food, beverage, and hospitality industry in Sioux Falls. This “inside look” provides 

experienced-based learning regarding decisions and processes that facilitate the transition from farm to table. 

 

SOCI 297 TOPICS: POP CULTURE, CELEBRITY & FANDOM 

Popular culture informs and expresses our humor, politics, fears, and fantasies; it traces and reveals the lines of 

solidarity and exclusion in our social groups. This course draws on a variety of sociological perspectives to unpack 

pop culture phenomena from sports fans to Instagram influencers to the Marvel Comics Universe. Particular 

attention will be paid to celebrity culture, fandom, and cultural industries. At the end of this course, students will be 

able to critically examine objects of popular culture, the processes by which these objects are created and 

disseminated, and the many ways consumers respond to and interact with these objects.  

 
SPAN 297 TOPICS IN HISPANIC CIVILIZATIONS AND CULTURES: INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH 

PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY 

We strengthen the learner’s understanding and production of Spanish pronunciation and intonation through a 

practical introduction to phonetics and phonology. In addition to a basic treatment of relevant linguistic concepts, 

focuses include phonetic transcription of Spanish utterances using the international phonetic alphabet (IPA); a study 

of the physical production of meaningful sounds; and a consideration of regional and sociolinguistic variation. 

Audio of native speakers from different parts of the world will expose students to ways the phonemes and 

allophones studied are variously realized. Students will also build conversational and presentational skills alongside 

an explicit focus on pronunciation and intonation.  

 

THEA 297 TOPICS: NEW PLAY DEVELOPMENT 

In this course, students will explore dramatic writing and dramaturgical analysis, focusing on the short play. To that 

end, students will engage in script readings, writing exercises, and the new play development process (analysis, 

workshop, and staged reading) throughout the course of the term.   

 

THEA 297 TOPICS: STAGE COMBAT 

This course will provide training in unarmed and armed combat for the stage. It will include fisticuffs, falls and 

rolls, work with quarterstaff, rapier, broadsword, and basic techniques of fight choreography. Students will 

incorporate learned technique into scene work. 

 


